
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A business perspective on climate change negotiations: 
Competitiveness – Opportunity – Partnership 

 
Going into the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 19th 
Conference of the Parties (COP19) in Warsaw, solutions are needed for a number of 
significant unresolved issues to conclude an equitable and effective global climate agreement 
under the UNFCCC in 2015.  
 
Business is part of the solution to addressing the impacts of climate change and 
moving towards a “green economy1” – „inside‟ the UNFCCC and „outside‟ in 
intergovernmental and national fora, including the G20 and WTO. Companies have been 
taking actions that address climate change impacts and lower emissions of greenhouse 
gases through investment, research and deploying innovative technologies, processes, 
products and services.  
 
ICC and its members have consistently shared their expertise and views. As we look 
upon a new global climate agreement under the UNFCCC, it is urgent that governments find 
sufficient political will to resolve the highly complex, but not insurmountable issues at stake 
and create a new global climate agreement under the UNFCCC. Warsaw can lead the way 
by fostering an international environment conducive to a true collaboration on climate action. 
ICC and its members stand ready for constructive engagement and dialogue in Warsaw and 
beyond, recognizing the important role for business alongside governments to tackle global 
challenges associated with climate change in a sustainable manner.  
 
It will be important that governments identify the elements of the 2015 agreement in 
Warsaw. At present, the lack of clarity and predictability on the provisions of a new 2015 
agreement makes it impossible to assess how this framework should work in practice. This 
uncertainty impedes business from making investments and decisions that could support 
global action on climate change. The 2015 framework must include clear, sustainable signals 
to enable businesses to plan their future directions and investments. A stable, predictable, 
simple and transparent framework will enable low emissions trade and investment. Such a 
framework should be based on mechanisms that work with the market, create opportunities 
for trade and growth and can be delivered in a cost-effective manner.  

                       
1
 “The business community believes that the term “green economy" is embedded in the broader sustainable 

development concept. The “green economy” is described as an economy in which economic growth and 
environmental responsibility work together in a mutually reinforcing fashion while supporting progress on social 
development. Business and industry have a crucial role in delivering the economically viable products, processes, 
services, and solutions required for the transition to a green economy.” (ICC Green Economy Roadmap, 2012) 
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2015 Global Climate Change Agreement: ICC and its members support a balanced and 
globally effective outcome, and recommends policy makers to take decisions on the 
following three key areas:  
 
 

Strengthen Competitiveness 

- Establish the opportunity for governments to pursue mechanisms within the 
context of each country’s respective national circumstances, and enable the 
UNFCCC to provide the platform for linking the various carbon pricing schemes 
to prevent carbon leakage.  

- Eliminate tariff and non-tariff trade barriers and avoid protectionism linked to 
environmental goods and services to facilitate the deployment and 
development of solutions for climate mitigation and adaptation.   
 

 

Create Opportunity  

- Increase energy efficiency measures and secure energy supply, including cost-
competitive energy prices. 

- Stimulate market-based investment as well as knowledge and technology 
development, deployment and collaboration in line with existing international 
rules.  

- Establish clear, transparent and standardized systems for measuring, reporting 
and verification (MRV) of national emissions. 
 

 

Build Partnership  

- Encourage the mainstreaming of climate change in all relevant areas and 
thereby enable society to meet its needs on environment in the most cost-
effective manner by promoting sustainable economic growth and jobs. 

- Develop clear and efficient institutional arrangements that support international 
collaborative action and use existing bodies, experiences and structure to their 
full capacity. 

- Encourage all Parties to consider incentives to cooperate on research and 
education, as well as to share knowledge and good practices, including through 
protection of intellectual property rights (IPRs). 

- Provide a framework for capacity building in order to enable all governments 
and businesses to incorporate climate adaptation and mitigation measures and 
develop the necessary climate strategies. 

 
 
 
ICC and its members are committed to support the UNFCCC process and the global 
deployment of climate solutions2 by: 
 

 Pursuing and building on the significant actions already taken, both at national and 
international levels through products, services, and business models. 

 

 Sharing expertise and good practices in areas such as technology, financing, research 
and development.  

 

 Playing its crucial role as partner for climate solutions – as investor, innovator and job 
creator.  

                       
2
 Business best practice examples are available at: www.iccwbo.org/cop19  
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Annex: ICC key messages 
 

 Free and open markets play a crucial role in achieving climate adaptation and 
mitigation goals. 
 
The international climate negotiations should work to facilitate open trade and investment; 
global business encourages governments to work within the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) to eliminate tariff and non-tariff barriers and avoid protectionism linked to climate 
change. Enabling frameworks, including enhancing absorptive capacity and ensuring 
robust intellectual property rights, are critical for innovation, technology development and 
deployment.  

 

 Existing and new approaches under the UNFCCC are important avenues to 
address climate change.  
 
Market based approaches are an important option to address climate change and a 
growing number of countries choose market-based approaches as part of their national 
climate change strategy. ICC considers that economy-wide approaches offer the best 
opportunity to minimize societal costs for mitigation. Sectoral mechanisms and the 
current Kyoto Mechanisms can be an intermediate step on the way to a more inclusive, 
nation or economy-wide programme. As such, the continuity and preservation of what 
has worked well under the existing market mechanisms under the Kyoto Protocol should 
be assured. However, in light of the dimension of climate change more ambitious action 
is required. Business asks Parties to provide concrete results on how new mechanisms 
announced in Durban will work together under a 2015 agreement, including key aspects 
on environmental integrity based on practical and transparent modalities on measuring, 
reporting and verification of emission reductions. Engagement of business at all levels of 
development and implementation will be critical for its success.  
 

 The wide range of options to address climate change should be recognized and 
leveraged on the principles of cost effectiveness and economic feasibility. 
 
Climate adaptation and mitigation actions are increasingly taken outside the UNFCCC 
due to slow progress and lack of clarity on a new global climate agreement. Thus, to 
reduce emissions and adapt to climate change, policies and actions developed under 
both work streams of the UNFCCC Durban Platform (near term and post-2020) should 
recognize the experience and initiatives outside the Convention. Effective interaction with 
other inter-governmental initiatives and partnerships, such as the G20 and Major 
Economies Forum, should be facilitated. This could help catalyze and broaden the 
possible set of actions based on cost effectiveness and economic feasibility, thereby 
enabling a solid 2015 climate agreement. To address the global challenge of climate 
change, governments, business, and civil society have to join forces: from sub-regional to 
regional and bilateral to multilateral levels.  
 

 A transparent and robust measurement, reporting and verification scheme needs 
to be developed.  

 
Further work is needed, until 2015, for establishing a strong management scheme that is 
based on timely and transparent measuring, reporting and verification (MRV) of 
emissions. Agreement on high standards in this area will be crucial to build the 
confidence between Parties that obligations are fulfilled and emission reductions 
delivered. Experiences and best practices under the Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM) should be taken into account and built upon. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parties should establish a coherent enabling framework to allow deployment and 
scaling up of technology and finance.  
 
The private sector plays a significant role in providing technological solutions, 
investments and financial resources to tackle climate change. Therefore, both policies 
and instruments in the field of climate technology and finance, as well as new dedicated 
bodies, such as the Technology Executive Committee (TEC), the Climate Technology 
Centre and Network (CTCN) and the Green Climate Fund (GCF), should contribute to a 
favorable business environment. Key drivers include to:  
- Assure open trade and investment. 
- Respect and comply with existing intellectual property rights (IPR) protections.  
- Establish a coherent and predictable framework amongst the different policy areas 

and on national and international level, as well as across the different UNFCCC sub-
bodies. 

- Abolish subsidies that lead to market distortions.   
- Focus on key enabling factors for technology development, commercialization and 

uptake: education; stable legal, economic, and regulatory environments; appropriate 
market-based incentives.   
 

 UNFCCC should facilitate stronger engagement of business through more 
comprehensive communication and participation approaches. 
 
Parties’ and UNFCCC decisions have repeatedly addressed the importance of the private 
sector in achieving climate goals. Considering that business is a critical solution provider 
in tackling climate change, more comprehensive communication and participation 
avenues for the manifold UNFCCC sub-groups and new bodies should be developed in 
cooperation with business. For the 2015 climate agreement and beyond, business is 
looking forward to discuss and elaborate effective ways to contribute to the UN process 
and implement actions.  
 

 
Further information 
 
 Many companies around the world have already taken concrete actions and came up 

with solutions to address climate change and sustainable development. Best practice 
examples that demonstrate the business case are available at: www.iccwbo.org/cop19. 
 

 Over the years, ICC has developed an extensive set of policy contributions covering 
climate change and the broader issue of sustainable development and green economy, 
that remain pertinent to discussions at COP19, available here.   
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About The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
 
ICC is the largest, most representative business organization in the world. Its global network 
comprises over 6 million companies, chambers of commerce and business associations in more than 
130 countries, with interests spanning every sector of private enterprise. 
 
A world network of national committees keeps the ICC International Secretariat in Paris informed 
about national and regional business priorities. More than 2,000 experts drawn from ICC’s member 
companies feed their knowledge and experience into crafting the ICC stance on specific business 
issues. 
 
The United Nations, the World Trade Organization, the G20 and many other intergovernmental bodies, 
both international and regional, are kept in touch with the views of international business through ICC. 
 
For more information please visit: www.iccwbo.org 

 

http://www.iccwbo.org/cop19
http://www.iccwbo.org/advocacy-codes-and-rules/areas-of-work/environment-and-energy/documents-environment-and-energy/
http://www.iccwbo.org/

