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 Business Guide 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
This business guide aims to facilitate participation for business and other stakeholders at the 
Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development.  
 
We hope it will of good use to you. Please note, that this is an evolving document and has been 
produced as of best available knowledge. 
 

If you would like to inform us about updates or events to be added, please write to 
lea.felluss@iccwbo.org and thomas.kucharski@iccwbo.org. We will update the guide regularly 

at www.iccwbo.org/rio20. 

 
 
Contents 
 

Business ....................................................................................................... 3 

ABC .............................................................................................................. 3 

Background Rio+20 ................................................................................................................................................ 4 

Business and Industry Major Group – what does this mean? ................................................................ 5 

ICC – How is ICC working towards Rio+20? How can you participate? ............................................. 6 

Process – How is business organized at Rio+20? ....................................................................................... 7 

Rio+20 venues – Where are the main meeting venues around Rio+20? .......................................... 8 

Some basics and practical information ......................................................................................................... 10 

Useful information sources ................................................................................................................................ 11 

Voluntary commitments ..................................................................................................................................... 13 

 

Event schedule - business and other events .......................................... 14 

Business and Industry daily briefings ............................................................................................................. 15 

Calendar – Rio+20 key meetings for business ........................................................................................... 16 

ICC@Rio+20 ............................................................................................................................................................ 18 

 

(29 May 2012) 

 

mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
mailto:thomas.kucharski@iccwbo.org
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20


 

 

3 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Business  
Background  

Business and Industry  

ICC  

Participate  

Process 

Rio+20 venues  

Some basics  

Useful information    ABC 

 
 



 

 

4 

Background Rio+20 
 

In June 2012, world leaders will gather in Rio for the 20th anniversary of the United Nations 

Conference on Environment and Development, which produced Agenda 21, the first 

comprehensive global blueprint on sustainable development. This Conference is a time for the 

international community to reflect on what has been achieved and what has been left undone 

by the past generation.  

 

The objectives of Rio+20 are to 

 secure renewed political commitment for sustainable development;  

 assess the progress to date and the remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes 

of the major summits on sustainable development; and  

 address new and emerging challenges; 

 

The main themes of the conference are:   

 green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication,;  

 institutional framework for sustainable development; 

 

Critical issues discussed at Rio+20 

Jobs, energy, cities, food, water, oceans and small island development states (SIDS), disasters; 

 

Further topics referred to in the first negotiations text 

 Climate change, forests, biodiversity, land degradation and desertification, mountains, 

chemicals and waste, sustainable consumption and production (10Year Framework of 

Programmes as part of the Marrakech Process), education, gender equality, measuring 

progress; 

 Means of implementation: finance, science and technology, trade; 

 

Rio+20 United Nations Process 

 UN secretariat responsible: Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA). 

 

Is Rio+20 important for business? 

 

Since the first United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) in Rio in 1992, 

the role of business in sustainable development has changed considerably. Both the UNCSD 

and the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio+10) have led to the creation of 

concrete international frameworks and processes. These have mostly indirectly influenced the 

way business operates, such as the  

 

 Agenda 21  

 UNFCCC climate change process (e.g. Kyoto Protocol) 

 Convention on Biodiversity (CBD)  
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 Global framework for sustainable production and consumption (SCP) 

 Sectorial frameworks, such as the Strategic Approach to Internationals Chemicals 

Management (SAICM) 

 Other national and regional legal frameworks 

 

Business has already demonstrated considerable success in integrating sustainability into 

business practices, for example, via voluntary codes like the ICC Business Charter for 

Sustainable Development, which has provided thousands of large and small companies around 

the world with the basis for sound environmental management, and the ICC Ten conditions for 

a transition toward a Green Economy – a part of a longer term so-called “Green Economy 

Roadmap”. Other examples include reporting initiatives such as the Global Reporting Initiative 

(GRI), standards and guidance such as ISO 14001, as well as voluntary sectorial approaches and 

“soft law” approaches such as the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. Companies in 

all sectors have taken concrete actions, from reducing environmental impacts across value 

chains to increasing energy and resource efficiency, investing in low-carbon and renewable 

energy and reducing waste.  

 

However, more needs to be done if we are to meet economic, developmental and 

environmental challenges. Efforts by all actors should reconcile the need for short and 

medium-term profit with longer-term systemic change. Economic growth is and will be 

essential to provide the resources and social equity necessary to build capacity and finance 

actions in a transition towards a “green economy”. A “green economy” must ultimately function 

in a self-sustaining way and become integrated in international and global markets.   

 

For how you can participate, please see sections on “ICC”, “Process”, “Business and Industry Major 

Group”. 

 

Business and Industry Major Group – what does this mean? 
 

Who is “Business and Industry”? 

 

 Business is a “recognized constituency” or “major group”; 

 Wide range of groups: members, organizations, objectives; 

 We are observing NOT negotiating; 

 Organizations speak for their members;  

 “Business and industry” develops joint statements for official Rio+20 major group 

interventions; 

 

http://www.iccwbo.org/policy/environment/id1309/index.html
http://www.iccwbo.org/policy/environment/id1309/index.html
http://www.iccwbo.org/uploadedFiles/10%20Conditions%20Green%20Economy_FINAL.pdf
http://www.iccwbo.org/uploadedFiles/10%20Conditions%20Green%20Economy_FINAL.pdf
https://www.globalreporting.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.globalreporting.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.iso.org/iso/fr/iso_catalogue/management_standards/environmental_management.htm
http://www.oecd.org/document/28/0,3746,en_2649_34889_2397532_1_1_1_1,00.html
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What is a “Major Group”?  

 

The Major Groups format that ensures the participation of non-state actors at Rio+20 is 

outlined in Agenda 21.  There are several official entry points for Major Groups to speak at 

Rio+20, including statements delivered during the opening session of the Conference and 

participation in the high-level round table sessions (see preliminary programme of work). All of 

these speaking slots are coordinated by the UN Secretariat in consultation with the Major 

Groups organizing partners (UNCSD2012).  

 

What is the role of the official major group business and industry coordinator – BASD 2012? 

 

 Statement coordination for Conference (drafting, circulating, speakers); 

 In contact with UN Secretariat, ensuring flow of information; 

 Organization of access to premises if access is limited; 

 

Major Group Coordinator  BASD / contact: 

 

Louise Kantrow, ICC, lkw@iccwbo.org, please copy Lea Felluss; lea.felluss@iccwbo.org  

Birgit Engelhardt, ICCA; engelhardt@vci.de  

 

ICC – How is ICC working towards Rio+20? How can you participate? 

 

ICC's principal engagement towards the Rio+20 Conference has been channelled via :  

 

1) the ICC Environment and Energy Commission’s Green Economy Task Force 

 

The Green Economy Task Force, a part of ICC‘s Commission on Environment and Energy, is 

developing policy recommendations which serve as the principal business input into Rio+20 as 

well as other initiatives on "green economy" issues. The main output is the ICC Green Economy 

Roadmap - a guide for business, policy makers and society to assist in the development and 

implementation of policies and actions on sustainable development and the green economy. 

The Roadmap includes best practices and a call for future collaborations. 

 

In addition, ICC is linking its sustainability across the full range of it policy work including the 

Intellectual Property Roadmap, G20 Advisory Group, ICC Guidelines for International 

Investment, ICC Rules on Combating Corruption, as well as practical business facilitation tools 

(e.g. model contract on international transfer of technology) and action platforms (e.g. ICC 

World Chambers Congress).  

For further information, please visit www.icccwbo.org/rio20  

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/480orgworkconf.pdf
mailto:lkw@iccwbo.org
mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
mailto:engelhardt@vci.de
http://www.iccwbo.org/policy/environment/id40754/index.html
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.iccwbo.org/uploadedFiles/ICC/policy/intellectual_property/pages/IP%20Roadmap%202012_English_web.pdf
http://www.iccwbo.org/uploadedFiles/2012_ICC_Guidelines_Intl_Investment.pdf
http://www.iccwbo.org/uploadedFiles/2012_ICC_Guidelines_Intl_Investment.pdf
http://www.iccwbo.org/uploadedFiles/ICC/policy/business_in_society/Statements/ICC_Rules_on_Combating_Corruption_2011edition.pdf
http://www.iccbooks.com/Product/ProductInfo.aspx?id=541
http://www.worldchamberscongress.com/
http://www.worldchamberscongress.com/
http://www.icccwbo.org/rio20
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2) BASD 2012 is a temporary business initiative for Rio+20, jointly convened by ICC, the World 

Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and the United Nations Global 

Compact (UNGC). It is joined by a number of international sector associations. Please see 

“Process“ section for more information. 

 

Process – How is business organized at Rio+20? 

 

BASD - official major group coordinator for all business and industry participants (B&I) 

 Business and industry participants can participate through the major group 

coordinator; this includes: 

• Daily business and industry briefings 

• Provide input to statements and discussions 

• Receive information around Rio+20 from the United Nations 

 Please write to lea.felluss@iccwbo.org to be added on the Business & 

Industry (B&I) distribution list. We look forward to meeting you in Rio. 

 

BASD 2012 – member policy input and engagement opportunities  

 

 BASD key policy inputs 

- BASD input to the Rio+20 zero draft 

- BASD input to the UN questionnaire 

 The main event of BASD will be the Business Day during Rio+20 on 19 June.  

 Representatives for BASD conveners and partners work through their organization. 

 

http://www.basd2012.org/
mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
http://basd2012.org/wp-content/themes/basd/img/pdf/BASD-inputToRio+20-Nov1.pdf
http://basd2012.org/wp-content/themes/basd/img/pdf/response-desa-questionnaire-may11.pdf
http://www.basd2012.org/
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Background 

 

• Business Action for Sustainable Development 

(BASD) 2012 – a temporary coalition of business 

organizations – is the official United Nations 

coordinator of business and industry and will 

ensure the voice of business is heard at Rio+20 

and during the preparatory process.  

• Launched in October 2010; chaired by Mr S. Gopalakrishnan (Kris), CEO and Managing 

Director of Infosys 

• BASD 2012 is convened by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), the World 

Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), the UN Global Compact, joined by 

a number of international sector associations. 

• The ultimate objective of BASD 2012 is to strengthen the contribution of Rio+20 to 

sustainable and inclusive markets and promote joint action between stakeholders – 

business, government, civil society and consumers towards green growth.  

Further information: www.basd2012.org 

 

Rio+20 venues – Where are the main meeting venues around Rio+20? 

(as of knowledge of 25 May 2012) 

 

What Rio+20 UNCSD 

registration 

required (badge) 

• On-site side events  

Rio Centro Convention Center (1)  

 

X 

• Exhibitions by UN Member States and Brazilian government  

Parque dos Atletas (2) 

 

X 

• Sustainable Development Dialogues (Sandwich Days) 

Rio Centro Convention Center (1) 

 

X1 

• Off -site events for stakeholders to organize UNCSD-related activities  

Various venues in the City of Rio de Janeiro (outside Rio Centro 

Convention Center) 

 

• Exhibitions and off-site events  

Racetrack area during Rio+20 (3) and (4) 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Two badges required: Rio+20 UN Conference badge as well as a badge for the Dialogues. 

http://www.basd2012.org/
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Conference area venue overviews - Barra da Tijuca:  

(1) Rio Centro,  

(2) Parque dos 

Atletas,  

(3) Autódromo 

de Jacarepaguá ,  

(4) Arena da 

Barra  

 

 

 

Venue of BASD Business Day and UN Global Compact Corporate Sustainability Forum: 

• Hotel Windsor Barra 

 

 

Galeão Airport 

(3) Motor 
Racing Track 

(4) Barra 
Arena 

(2) Athletes´ Park 

(1) Riocentro 

City Centre 

Hotel Windsor 
Barra 

RioCentor – 
conference venue 



 

 

10 

 

Rio Centro- overview of conference site 

 

 

Some basics and practical information 

 

Participation and access to the Conference venue:  

 By being accredited to the Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development you can 

access all the facilities of the Conference (Rio Centro and Athlete’s Parc).  

 However, the UN Secretariat may limit participation of observers such as business and 

industry in meetings due to space limits or request of Parties. We will keep all business and 

industry participants informed about these decisions through daily business meetings 

(please see pages 5/6) and a distribution list (please write to lea.felluss@iccwbo.org to be 

added on this list). 

 

Registration and security: 

 Registration (in advance, bring letter of confirmation, official ID) 

 Security – sensitivity to potential for disruptive demonstrations 

 

mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
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Demeanor, protocols for interactions:  

 Realize that delegations’ positions formed in capitols;  

 Expect to interact with delegates, NGOs, IGOs, press  

 Statements, interventions, submissions; 

 Corridor conversation and sidebars; 

 Contribute to business interventions and statements (please see also “Business and Industry 

Major Group”); 

 
Basic rules and suggestions 

 Status as part of business and industry: Observer; 

 Arrive early, attendance limited, secondary badges will be in effect; 

 Wear badge at all times and obey UN security rules; 

 Do not approach delegates in session on “floor” or “in chair” – no-go zones for observers ; 

 Attend meetings only if allowed (please check daily programme); 

 Expect crowded conditions in meetings – delegates have right of way; 

 Dress comfortably ; 

 Watch your valuables and laptops ; 

 Share documents and intelligence when appropriate; 

 

Useful information sources 

 

Official pages 

• Official UN Rio+20 website: www.uncsd2012.org 

o Logistics: http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/logistics.html  

• Brazil at Rio+20: www.rio20.gov.br 

• Sustainable Development Dialogues with Civil Society (Sandwich Days): 

www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=23 and 

www.riodialogues.org/  

• News, download of the Conference Handbook and forms: www.travelrio20.com.br (login 

“rio20” and password “terramarrio20”) 

Information sources for business 

 BASD 2012: www.basd2012.org 

 ICC 

• Rio+20: www.iccwbo.org/rio20 

• G20: www.iccwbo.org/G20  

 UN Rio+20 major group website: www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=35 

• Direct link - overview of key meetings and related outcome documents at a glance: 

www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=12&nr=281&menu=23 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/logistics.html
http://www.rio20.gov.br/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=23
http://www.riodialogues.org/
http://www.travelrio20.com.br/
http://www.basd2012.org/
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.iccwbo.org/G20
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=35
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=12&nr=281&menu=23
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Other useful links: 

 

Rio+20 related: 

 Summary reports on Rio+20 meetings: http://uncsd.iisd.org/  

 Rio+20 Youth Guide (detailed explanation of history and background of Rio+20): 

http://rioplustwenties.org/?page_id=970  

 Stakeholder Forum: www.earthsummit2012.org/  

o Diary of some events outside Rio Centro: 

http://www.slideshare.net/FelixDodds/diaryofeventsweb-may-25 

o Photo gallery of key negotiators 

http://www.stakeholderforum.org/fileadmin/files/Photobook_Rio+20web.pdf  

 

Other information sources on “green economy” 

 OECD – green growth: www.oecd.org/greengrowth  

 UNCTAD – trade and sustainable development implications: 

www.unctad.org/Templates/WebFlyer.asp?intItemID=5634&lang=1  

 UNEP – green economy: www.unep.org/greeneconomy   

 WTO – trade and environment: www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_e.htm  

 

Telephone numbers2  

 

Ambulance Service (Public Removal of Patients)  192 

Firefighters 193 

Civil Defense 199 

Federal Police 194 

Military Police 190 

Women's Police Station 180 

Galeão/Antônio Carlos Jobim International Airport 3398-5050/ 4526/ 4527 

Santos Dumont Airport 3814-7070 

Lost and Found (8am to 5pm) 2563-1159 

Municipal Tourism Information 0800 282 2007 

Subway 0800 595 1111 

Intoxication 2573-3244 

                                                 
2
 http://www.rio20.gov.br/useful_information/informacoes-uteis/telefones-uteis  

http://uncsd.iisd.org/
https://gi.iccwbo.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://rioplustwenties.org/?page_id=970
http://www.earthsummit2012.org/
https://gi.iccwbo.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.slideshare.net/FelixDodds/diaryofeventsweb-may-25
https://gi.iccwbo.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.stakeholderforum.org/fileadmin/files/Photobook_Rio%2B20web.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth
http://www.unctad.org/Templates/WebFlyer.asp?intItemID=5634&lang=1
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_e.htm
http://www.rio20.gov.br/useful_information/informacoes-uteis/telefones-uteis
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Tourist Police Station 3398-5050/ 4526/ 4527 

Lourenço Jorge Municipal Hospital 3111-4652/ 4602/ 4686 

Miguel Couto Municipal Hospital 3111-3600/ 3610/ 3712 

Souza Aguiar Municipal Hospital 3111-2600/ 2729 

Souza Aguiar Municipal Hospital 3111-2600/ 2729 

 

Voluntary commitments  

 

Rio+20 is a conference on implementation. Thus, all participants at Rio+20 are encouraged to 

make voluntary commitments to deliver concrete results for sustainable development.  

 

Information pack: 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/524Info%20Pack%20Rio20%20Commitm

ents.pdf  

 

To register your voluntary commitment, please follow the guidance of the UN Secretariat at: 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/makecommitment.html 

 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/524Info%20Pack%20Rio20%20Commitments.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/524Info%20Pack%20Rio20%20Commitments.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/makecommitment.html
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Event schedule - 
business and other events  
Please send us your events, if you wish them to be added: lea.felluss@iccwbo.org. 

We will update the guide regularly at www.iccwbo.org/rio20. 
 

mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
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Business and Industry daily briefings 
 

Provisional Agenda 

Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development 
 

 

Dates: 13-15 June and 20-22 June 

 

Venue: Rio Centro (room TBA)  

 

Time: 14:00 – 15:00 (daily)  

 

I. Review of previous day’s events 

A. Official discussions 

B. Sidebars and other meetings 

 

II. Review of day’s agenda 

C. Official discussions 

D. Sidebars and other meetings 

E. Business coverage of day’s meetings 

F. Business review of statements (as needed) 

 

III. Outside speakers (if any) 

 

 
 

For any questions or concerns please contact: 

 

Louise Kantrow, ICC 

lkw@iccwbo.org 

lea.felluss@iccwbo.org  

 

Birgit Engelhardt, ICCA 

engelhardt@vci.de 

mailto:lkw@iccwbo.org
mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
mailto:engelhardt@vci.de
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Calendar – Rio+20 key meetings for business 

 

Please send us your events, if you wish them to be added: lea.felluss@iccwbo.org. 

We will update the guide regularly at www.iccwbo.org/rio20. 

 
 Official UN Rio+20 meetings 

 Business related key meetings for Rio+20 

 Key meetings/ stakeholder engagements related to or at Rio+20 

 Other meetings for consideration 

 

Official meetings 

 
 What Who When Where How/ Contact 

 3rd Preparatory Committee 

Meeting 

UN 13-15 June  Rio Centro through an accredited 

organization, such as ICC; 

Contact abh@iccwbo.org  

Website: www.uncsd2012.org  

 Sustainable Development 

Dialogues with Civil Society 

(sandwich days) 

Government 

of Brazil 

16-19 June Rio Centro Various channels, amongst 

others through major groups; 

contact: lkw@iccwbo.org  

Website: 

www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/inde

x.php?page=view&nr=596&typ

e=13&menu=23 and 

www.riodialogues.org/ 

 Rio+20 Conference  

 

UN 20-22 June Rio Centro through an accredited 

organization, such as ICC; 

Contact ICC: abh@iccwbo.org  

Website: www.uncsd2012.org 

 

Business related and other stakeholder key meetings for Rio+20 

 
 What Who When Where How/ Contact 

 ICC Creativity 4 Innovation 

Forum 

ICC 13 June ICC Brazil By registration, 

www.iccwbo.org/rio20   

 Corporate Sustainability 

Forum  

UNGC 15-18 June Hotel Windsor 

Barra 

For further information: 

www.unglobalcompact.org  

 BASD Business Day BASD 2012 19 June Hotel Windsor 

Barra 

By invitation; 

Contact: abh@iccwbo.org  

 World Business and 

Development Awards in 

support of the Millennium 

Development Goals 

ICC/ IBLF/ 

UNDP 

19 June 

(evening) 

Hotel Windsor 

Barra 

By invitation; 

contact: lkw@iccwbo.org  

 Official side event on 

“Making a Green Economy 

Happen” 

ICC/ 

Germany/ 

Mexico/ 

South Africa 

20 June Rio Centro Through registration to Rio+20 

Conference; contact: 

grit.schmalisch@icc-

deutschland.de   

mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
mailto:abh@iccwbo.org
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=2
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=2
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=2
mailto:lkw@iccwbo.org
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=23
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=23
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=23
http://www.riodialogues.org/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
mailto:abh@iccwbo.org
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://csf.compact4rio.org/events/rio-20-corporate-sustainability-forum/event-summary-251b87a2deaa4e56a3e00ca1d66e5bfd.aspx
http://csf.compact4rio.org/events/rio-20-corporate-sustainability-forum/event-summary-251b87a2deaa4e56a3e00ca1d66e5bfd.aspx
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/
http://www.basd2012.org/
mailto:abh@iccwbo.org
http://worldbusinessawards.net/
http://worldbusinessawards.net/
http://worldbusinessawards.net/
http://worldbusinessawards.net/
mailto:lkw@iccwbo.org
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
mailto:grit.schmalisch@icc-deutschland.de
mailto:grit.schmalisch@icc-deutschland.de
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 Official BASD Rio+20 side 

event: “Business’ 

contribution to Rio+20” 

BASD 2012 20 June Rio Centro Through registration to Rio+20 

Conference; contact: 

lea.felluss@iccwbo.org  

 Official BASD Rio+20 side 

event :“Collaborating 

beyond Rio+20 “ 

BASD 2012 22 June Rio Centro Through registration to Rio+20 

Conference; contact: 

lea.felluss@iccwbo.org 

Other meetings for consideration 

 
 What Who When Where How/ Contact 

 
 

B20 ICC/ WEF/ 

Mexico 

Business 

17-18 June Los Cabos, 

Mexico 

ICC G20 Advisory Group 

For further information: 

www.iccwbo.org/g20  

Contact: 

jeffrey.hardy@iccwbo.us 

 G20 G20 18-19 June Los Cabos, 

Mexico 

- 

 

Other major stakeholder group meetings  

 
 What Major Group When 

 Forum on Science, Technology & Innovation for Sustainable 

Development 

Scientific & Technological 11-15 June 

 Trade Union Assembly on labour and environment Workers & Trade Unions 11-13 June 

 Global Indigenous Peoples Conference on Sustainable 

Development 

Indigenous Peoples 16-19 June 

 Rio+20 Global Town Hall  Local Authorities 18-22 June 

 World Summit of Federated States and Regions Local Authorities  

 Women’s Resistance and Resilience (side event) Women 15 June  

 Youth Blast Children and Youth 08-12 June  

 Agriculture and Rural Development Day Farmers 18-19 June 

 Several events, such as: 

• People’s Summit for Social and Environmental Justice 

• Fair ideas: Solutions for a Sustainable Planet 

International Conference  

• Occupy Summer Earth Summit  

NGOs  

 

http://www.basd2012.org/
http://www.basd2012.org/
http://www.basd2012.org/
mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
http://www.basd2012.org/
http://www.basd2012.org/
http://www.basd2012.org/
mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
http://www.iccwbo.org/g20
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Cabos_Municipality
http://www.iccwbo.org/g20
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Cabos_Municipality
http://www.icsu.org/rio20/science-and-technology-forum
http://www.icsu.org/rio20/science-and-technology-forum
http://assemblyrio20.sustainlabour.org/index.php?lang=EN
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=628&type=13&menu=23
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=628&type=13&menu=23
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=540&type=13&menu=23
http://www.nrg4sd.org/news/save-date-world-summit-states-and-regions-2012
http://rioplustwenties.org/?p=1028
http://www.agricultureday.org/
http://cupuladospovos.org.br/en/what-is-it/
http://www.iied.org/governance/key-issues/strategic-planning/fair-ideas-solutions-for-sustainable-planet
http://www.iied.org/governance/key-issues/strategic-planning/fair-ideas-solutions-for-sustainable-planet
http://occupytheearth.net/index.php/occupy/occupy-earth-summit
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ICC@Rio+20  

 

Key Activities at a glance  

 
13-15 June and 20-22 June  

 Business and Industry Daily Briefings 

Wednesday, 13 June 

 ICC Creativity 4 Innovation Forum 

Sunday, 19 June 

 BASD Business Day, including high-level luncheon 

 ICC/IBLF/UNDP World Business and Development Awards in support of the 

Millennium Development Goals  

Monday, 20 June 

 ICC official side event (lunch) co-hosted with the Governments of Germany, 

Mexico, and South Africa: Making a green economy happen – Rio Centro 

 BASD official side event (evening) – Rio Centro 

Wednesday, 22 June 

 BASD official side event (evening) – Rio Centro 

 

 

For updates, please visit: www.iccwbo.org/rio20  

 

http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
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ICC Creativity 4 Innovation (C4I) Forum 
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BASD Business Day 

 

 
 

Sub-session Title Brief description 

8:00-9:00  Breakfast  

 
Breakfast 

The breakfast session will feature a brief program to set the 

context for the Business Day 

 

9:00-10:00 Opening Plenary  

 
Opening Plenary 

To open the Business Day, this session will provide an 

overview of the activities of Business Action for Sustainable 

Development in the Rio+20 process, as well as Business & 

Industry as a whole, and will introduce the morning's 

discussion of sector approaches to sustainable 

development.   

 

Many industry sectors have organized on a global basis to 

address sustainable development as a group, with Brazilian 

companies playing leading roles.  This session will provide 

an overview of progressive industry sector activities to 

promote sustainability, with perspectives from leading 

Brazilian CEOs.  As a group, they will address the question 

of scale - the progress they are making through their 

efforts and the actions that will catalyze a major change in 

the scale of sustainability for their sectors.       
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10:15-12:00 Sector Breakouts  

Agriculture 

Leading for sustainability in 

agriculture:  

what role for business? 

Agriculture represents one of the most challenging and 

crucial sectors for achieving Rio+20’s objectives. With a 

majority of the world’s poor living in rural areas and with 

growing demand for food, feed, fiber and fuel, the 

agriculture and food sector has enormous potential for 

poverty reduction. But it is also highly dependent on the 

judicious use of natural resources and sensitive to climate 

change. The triple goal of meeting food needs while 

reducing environmental footprint and poverty is 

challenging businesses around the world and along the 

supply chain to find innovative solutions to improve their 

operations, minimize their impacts and increase 

productivity. 

 

The session will highlight the leadership role business can 

play in moving these three objectives forward and what is 

needed to support more businesses to be sustainable 

development leaders in their areas. 

Cement 

Cement Sustainability 

Initiative: Engaging  

in a new decade 

The CSI is launching its Progress Report in Rio, 10 years 

after its first Agenda for Action. The session will: 

 

 Review the achievements of the CSI and its 

member companies since the launch of its Agenda 

for Action in 2002 and 

 Look at the future challenges for the sector in 

terms of sustainable development and the CSI’s 

forward work plan to address these 

Chemicals 

Chemical Industry: Solution 

provider for sustainable 

development 

The ICCA panel discussion at the BASD Business Day will 

highlight the launch of our new report ICCA and 

Sustainability: The Global Chemical Industry’s Contributions 

to Sustainable Development and Green Economy. Led by a 

seasoned moderator, the high-level experts speaking in the 

session will illustrate the chemical industry’s contributions 

to sustainable development, to product stewardship and 

highlight our role to advance the Strategic Approach to 

International Chemicals Management (SAICM) as a 

framework to promote chemical safety around the world. 

 

In addition, the panel will point out the role of the chemical 

industry in advancing energy efficiency and renewable 

energy options and in enabling innovations and 

technologies, from lightweight plastics, adhesives, fertilizers 

and pharmaceuticals, to building materials, advances non-

food-based fuels, and hydro-technologies that provide a 

cleaner environment, safe drinking water, nutritious food, 

medicine, power, housing and more to people all around 

the world. The session aims to demonstrate the extent to 
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which the chemical industry contributes to the “Millennium 

Development Goals” to reduce poverty, improve human 

health and build a more sustainable economy. 

Forests 

The Future from Fiber: Forest 

Solutions for a Sustainable 

World 

Find out what forest-based companies are doing in seeking 

solutions for a sustainable developed world. 

 

This session will have: 

 The inputs and results of the event Forests: the 

heart of a green economy (FAO/ICFPA/BRACELPA) 

 Two panels that will bring up and discuss key 

themes as sustainable forest management, forest 

carbon, certification, and services and 

technologies, aiming to debate what can forest 

companies do to scale-up forest-based solutions 

for a sustainable world. 

Materials 

Connecting the dots, how 

mining and metals would 

contribution to a low carbon 

economy 

Sustainable development is a shared responsibility that 

needs action today. The oil and gas industry’s challenge is 

to continue to find and provide essential fuels in ways that 

are environmentally and socially responsible. To do that, we 

are working with governments, business, academia and 

communities around the world. This session will discuss the 

ways in which the industry is delivering on its commitments 

to provide safe, reliable, efficient operations that are 

environmentally and socially responsible, provide energy 

and products that contribute to global economic and social 

development and invest in new technologies to meet 

demand and the challenges of climate change 

Oil & Gas 
The oil and gas industry and 

sustainable development 

Sustainable development is a shared responsibility that 

needs action today. The oil and gas industry’s challenge is 

to continue to find and provide essential fuels in ways that 

are environmentally and socially responsible. To do that, we 

are working with governments, business, academia and 

communities around the world. This session will discuss the 

ways in which the industry is delivering on its commitments 

to provide safe, reliable, efficient operations that are 

environmentally and socially responsible, provide energy 
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and products that contribute to global economic and social 

development and invest in new technologies to meet 

demand and the challenges of climate change 

Power (Utilities) 
Scaling sustainability actions 

to meet growing electricity 

demand 

Scaling sustainability in the electricity supply cannot be 

done by the power sector in isolation. 

 

Policy makers and society have also a key role to play. The 

urgency to scale up action in the sector is reinforced by the 

risk of lock in due to high capital costs and longevity of 

assets. 

 

While urgent action is needed power companies face 

important challenges when deploying low carbon 

infrastructure (generation plants, transmission and 

distribution lines and end user equipment). On one hand 

the lack of public acceptance of the technologies (“not in 

my backyard syndrome”) is delaying investments, on the 

other hand significant economic and political sensitivities 

around power affordability are also a major factor of the 

equation. 

Small and 

Medium 

Enterprises 

SME’s, part of  

the solution 

It is widely recognized that diverse actors in the private 

sector play a key role in helping achieve sustainable 

development and poverty eradication. Small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) in particular play a key role as they 

account for over 90% of businesses and 50-60% of 

worldwide employment, particularly in developing 

countries (USAID estimates). 

 

SMEs are clearly an important source of employment and 

represent an important source of innovation. They possess 

extensive local knowledge on resources, supply patterns 

and purchasing trends as well as constitute an important 

source of local supply and service provision for larger 

corporation.  In short SMEs are crucial component of their 

global supply and value chains. 

 

Given their fundamental role, SME’s have been and will play 

a critical role for green growth and thus to poverty 

eradication, environmental responsibility and social welfare.  

Rio+20 provides a critical opportunity for governments to 

provide the right enabling framework conditions to insure 

SMEs and the overall private sector achieve a green 

economy. 

 

This is especially important as SME’s, due to their size, are 

particularly constrained by limited access to finance, 

inefficient institutions, overly burdensome regulations, poor 

infrastructure, and lack of technology among others. SMEs 

will also play a critical role in the transition towards a green 

economy through partnerships across supply chains with 
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larger corporations. 

 

This session will explore opportunities and challenges for 

SMEs in the transition towards a green economy and how 

to find innovative ways to maximize their role in achieving a 

more sustainable world. 

Transport 
Transportation in the Green 

Economy (tbc) 

This breakout session on transport will explore a future 

total transport system – how could an integrated world of 

automobile, public transport, high-speed rail, shipping and 

aviation look for the delegates of Rio+40 in 2032? What will 

be powering the system then – electricity, biofuel, 

hydrogen? What do we need to get us from today’s 

transport infrastructure to our vision in 20 years’ time? 

What are the steps and how can governments help us get 

there? 

Consumer 

Goods:  

Ecosystem 

Services 

Leveraging natural capital to 

enhance brand, fuel growth 

and reduce risks 

In this session, leading companies will share how they have 

leveraged strategic efforts around ecosystems to drive 

business benefits, including cutting costs, reducing risks, 

enhancing brand and fueling growth. Companies will 

describe  innovative new commitments they are 

undertaking that can help companies–in the consumer 

products sector and beyond–grasp the urgency of 

protecting and restoring vital ecosystems and provide a 

practical and achievable framework for action. Attendees 

will be invited to ask questions and share their own 

examples of efforts to advance ecosystems in their business 

strategy. 

12:00-14:15  Lunch 

High-level 

Luncheon 

High Level Meeting on 

Sustainable Development: The 

Role of Trade and Investment 

The High Level Meeting will convene CEOs, Heads of State 

and Governments to address priority areas central to 

making the transition to an inclusive green economy. The 

High Level Meeting will be designed to encourage 

Governments to return to a rules-based markets approach, 

a competitive trade system and, to support a new 

sustainable development framework. 
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14:15-16:15  Thematic Breakouts Sessions 

Access to 

Energy 

Business solutions to enable 

energy access for all: 

Achieving scale 

This session will address how the business contribution to 

providing universal access to energy can be scaled up. 

Providing universal energy access is one of the world’s 

most urgent development priorities and is one of the three 

objectives of the UN Secretary-General’s Sustainable 

Energy for All Initiative. The session will highlight the critical 

role that business plays in enhancing access to energy, 

demonstrate business leadership in addressing the energy 

access challenge, and facilitate a discussion between 

business, policy makers and key international stakeholders 

regarding how the business contribution can be effectively 

scaled up in practice. 

Corporate 

Sustainability 

Reporting 

Valuation and Reporting to 

integrate economic, social, 

and environmental measures 

This session will address the need for corporate reporting 

of environmental and social issues, and the approaches to 

valuation and evaluation to support it. 

Green Economy 

Roadmap for the transition 

towards a green and inclusive 

economy 

Whilst the green economy concept is global in scope, the 

challenges, as well as opportunities, priorities, and actions 

needed to transition towards a “Green Economy” may vary 

from sector to sector, value chain to value chain and for 

specific national circumstances.  Governance structures at 

local, regional, national and global level need to be aligned 

and mutually reinforce each other to allow all actors to 

meet their shared responsibilities.Business is herein a 

substantive participant to shape and implement the Green 

Economy concept at both the policy and market level.  

Regardless of company size or location, companies view 

sustainability issues from both, a risk management 

perspective, and the increasingly evident and appealing 

benefits and opportunities – particularly associated with 

green growth and poverty alleviation. There are some 

interesting insights coming from these figures: 

• The amount of private finance is almost three times 

greater than public finance with carbon finance playing a 

small role (USD 2 billion);  

• OECD (2011) counts between $2.1 to $6.3 trillion of 

potential commercial opportunities related to 

environmental sustainability in natural resource sectors 

alone by 2050. 

• IEA estimates that the 17% (USD 46 trillion) increase in 

energy investment required globally between 2010 and 

2050 to deliver low-carbon energy systems would yield 

cumulative fuel savings equal to USD 112 trillion (IEA, 

2010).  

In short, the business case for sustainability has 

strengthened as a response to the deep interdependencies 
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in today’s globalized world. However, today we also face a 

time of multiple and interlocking crisis climate change, 

food, water, energy and of course the current economic 

crisis which has led to a crisis of confidence created by 

volatile economic conditions, including the risk of increased 

economic nationalism and protectionism which hinders 

solutions in an interdependent world.  

In this panel discussion, leading green economy experts 

with diverse backgrounds will discuss conditions required 

to encourage and accelerate a transition towards an 

inclusive green economy and share best practice examples. 

The panel will particularly evaluate the role of innovation, 

collaboration, and trade and investment as accelerator and 

enablers for a green inclusive economy. 

Inclusive 

Business 

Eradicating poverty through 

inclusive business solutions 

Business is taking a proactive role in addressing 

development challenges through inclusive business – 

sustainable business solutions that expand access to goods, 

services, and livelihood opportunities for low-income 

communities in commercially viable ways. This session will 

highlight inclusive business models as examples of 

sustainable, market-based solutions in support of poverty 

eradication and social inclusion goals in the developing 

world; demonstrate that business is “walking the talk”, with 

sizable impact and scale; underline that more can and must 

be done, a.o. in cooperation with governments and other 

stakeholders, in the common quest for a more inclusive and 

sustainable future. This includes the creation of policy 

measures at national level in support of these ventures. 

Governance 

An enhanced role for the 

private sector in multilateral 

processes – what would it look 

like? 

Case studies from invited speakers on successful examples 

of public-private partnerships that have delivered positive 

outcomes on sustainable development. Followed by a 

panel session that will explore how the business sector 

could best contribute to multi-lateral sustainable 

development initiatives and the conditions under which 

new partnerships could flourish. 

Policy 

frameworks for 

Sustainable 

Development 

Changing the Pace of 

Sustainable Development 

There is no denying that the world population is growing to 

over 9 billion by 2050 and consumption increases have 

meant that planetary boundaries are reached on 

biodiversity loss, climate change and nitrogen and 

phosphorus inputs to the biosphere and oceans. The time 

for decisive action and the scaling up of solutions is now. 

All stakeholders in society have to take their responsibility 

and act alone and together to address the challenges. 

Over the last two decades, leading businesses, supported 

by WBCSD, UN Global Compact, ICC and other business 

groups and organizations like the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature, have helped economies become 

more sustainable. However, the current voluntary transition 

to sustainability is simply too slow to meet future 
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challenges and must be accelerated. In fact, much of the 

progress made since 1992 has been offset by population 

and consumption growth. 

Since the Rio+20 conference is ultimately a negotiation 

between governments, BASD 2012 has decided to focus 

this specific session of the Business Day on the role of 

policies to drive innovation and implementation as our 

main contribution to the conference. The basic premise is 

that not only business but also governments must now go 

further and act decisively to scale up solutions. This 

includes making sure that all businesses play their part 

through the implementation of smart regulation.  

 In the discussion paper Changing Pace, WBCSD, one of our 

partners, actually lays out a comprehensive framework of 

policy options to scale and accelerate business action 

towards a world in which 9 billion people can live well 

within the limits of one planet by 2050. None of the policy 

proposals are universal. They are presented as an invitation 

for reflection and discussion to all parties interested in 

working together to ensure inclusive, green growth to all 

people on this planet. This session will include a 

constructive discussion with multiple parties around these 

concepts and come up with clear recommendations. 

Technology in 

Sustainable 

Development 

Technology Enabled 

Sustainable Development 

Evidence has accumulated in recent years that information 

and communications technology (ICT) can significantly 

contribute to addressing society’s energy and resource 

efficiency challenges. ICT will be a critical enabler of healthy 

communities in every sense – education, healthcare, food 

security, water conservation and sustainable energy. This 

expert panel will discuss the specific ways ICT can 

contribute to the green economy and how governments at 

all levels can enable and maximize innovation, deployment 

and scaling of ICT solutions. 

Urbanization 
Transitioning to Better Living: 

Urban Infrastructure 

Panel discussion to address the worldwide business 

experience of a multi-sectoral approach to understand 

cities’ issues at the beginning of their strategy thinking and 

how to provide solutions, in the form of presentations with 

interaction of the public to present this specific approach 

and the progress made on the urban infrastructure project 

(UII). 

Water  

(cross-sector) 

Why water is a fundamental 

issue for business in the 

context of green growth and 

poverty alleviation 

A facilitated round table workshop to address the following 

topics:  (a) Water & Sanitation for Green Growth and 

Poverty Alleviation, (b) Used water as a resource for other 

uses in industry & the agri-food supply chain, (c) Water and 

energy productivity in agriculture and the food supply 

chain, (d) Sustainable finance for water infrastructure and 

operation 
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Sustainable 

Consumption 

A Vision for Sustainable 

Consumption 

Businesses around the world recognize that sustainable 

consumption is a key element in any well-developed and 

forward-looking sustainability program. Long term success 

and continued growth depend on offering consumers a 

way to meet their needs and aspirations within the limits of 

our planet.  It should be a key priority for us to work with 

governments, consumers and fellow entrepreneurs to 

shape progress toward the vision for 2050. This is a 

complex, systemic challenge requiring new ways of 

thinking, working and interacting.  If we rise to this 

challenge, the prize will be well worth our efforts. 

16:30-17:30 Closing Plenary  

Closing Plenary Final inputs to Rio+20 

Reflections on the Business Day - specifically the High-Level 

Luncheon - and a look beyond Rio+20 to national 

dialogues and national/local actions, as a means to achieve 

scale 

17:30-18:30 Reception  

Reception 
 

Drinks and appetizers to close the day - bridge to WBDA 

awards (tbc) 

18:30-20:30 WBDA Awards (ICC/IBLF/UNDP) 

Award 

Ceremony 

World Business and 

Development Awards 

The World Business and Development Awards (WBDA) are 

the first global business awards to recognize the crucial role 

of the private sector, large and small, in implementing the 

millennium goals. The spirit of the Awards lies in the pursuit 

of innovative and productive core business practices to 

sustainable development which help make the societies 

where they operate better places to live and better places 

to work. 

 
 

Updates of the agenda and further information can be found at: www.basd2012.org.  
 

http://www.basd2012.org/
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Questions? Please contact us:  
 

 

Strategic engagement 

Carlos Busquets 

Deputy Director, Policy and 

Business Practices 

carlos.busquets@iccwbo.org  

 

UN engagement coordination  

Louise Kantrow 

Permanent Representative to 

the United Nations 

louise.kantrow@iccwbo.org  

 

Content and communication 

Andrea Bacher 

Policy Manager - Environment 

and Energy 

andrea.bacher@iccwbo.org  

 

Media 

Mary Kelly 

Director Communication 

Mary.kelly@iccwbo.org  

Charis Feeney Orchard 

Assistant 

cfd@iccwbo.org 

+33 1 49 53 29 16 

Lea Felluss 

Assistant 

lea.felluss@iccwbo.org  

+1-212-703-5091 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the International Chamber of Commerce 

 

The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is the largest, most representative business 

organization in the world. Its hundreds of thousands of member companies in over 120 

countries have interests spanning every sector of private enterprise. 

 

A world network of national committees keeps the ICC International Secretariat in Paris 

informed about national and regional business priorities. More than 2,000 experts drawn from 

ICC’s member companies feed their knowledge and experience into crafting the ICC stance on 

specific business issues. 

 

The United Nations, the World Trade Organization, the G20 and many other intergovernmental 

bodies, both international and regional, are kept in touch with the views of international 

business through ICC. 

 

For more information please visit: www.iccwbo.org/rio20  

 

mailto:carlos.busquets@iccwbo.org
mailto:louise.kantrow@iccwbo.org
mailto:andrea.bacher@iccwbo.org
mailto:Mary.kelly@iccwbo.org
mailto:cfd@iccwbo.org
mailto:lea.felluss@iccwbo.org
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20
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Website:  
http://www.iccwbo.org/rio20  

 
 

Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Chamber-of-
Commerce/246828269939  

 

 
 

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/#!/iccwbo_org  
 

 
 

LinkedIn: 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/international-chamber-of-
commerce 
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