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The Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation will provide a unique public-private platform to support 
implementation of the WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement (“TFA”)—leveraging private sector 
expertise, leadership and resources to help deliver on the potential of the TFA to enable  
trade-led development.  

ENHANCING ENGAGEMENT OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
It is widely acknowledged that the private sector can play an important role in supporting 
successful implementation of trade facilitation reforms. The TFA encourages WTO members 
to engage with the private sector in implementing the agreement through, inter alia, the 
establishment of national trade facilitation committees. 

Businesses, both local and global, can provide a unique first-hand insight into the problems 
caused by red-tape at borders—and, in appropriate circumstances, can also deliver technical 
expertise and resources to support targeted reform efforts. However, global efforts to mobilize 
the private sector to date have often been fragmented and local business awareness of the TFA 
remains weak in some regions.   

The need to better leverage business expertise in implementing the TFA therefore calls for new 
approaches to development cooperation—and, specifically, a new framework for public-private 
cooperation in line with the international community’s post-2015 development agenda. 

THE ROLE OF THE ALLIANCE 
In this context, the Alliance will bring together leading donors, local and global businesses,  
and international institutions to support commercially-meaningful and development-focused  
trade facilitation reforms. 

Building on existing networks and initiatives to allow quick delivery of results, the core activities  
of the Alliance will include:

    Establishing sustainable multi-stakeholder dialogues on trade facilitation;

    Mobilizing public-private partnerships to drive change, engaging local  
businesses and associations;

    Technical assistance in support of capacity building; and 

    Benchmarking and evaluation based on established business metrics.

Led by the World Economic Forum, the International Chamber of Commerce, and the Center  
for International Private Enterprise, the Alliance will be officially launched later this year.  
Its activities will be supported initially by several donor countries—including the United States,  
the United Kingdom and Germany—and will also draw on contributions from businesses from  
a range of sectors and geographies.  

For further details please contact: trade@weforum.org 


